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as he pressed on to the summit of a hill midway be-
tween Fontaine Francaise and Sainte Seine, another
hamlet close to the frontier. From the top of the
hill he commanded a wider view, and soon saw that
he was on the point of being surrounded by a large
force of cavalry supported by infantry. " Would I
were dead/' he exclaimed, " I have sent for the King
and here is the whole Spanish army/* He at once
tried to fall back so as to warn the King, but was
furiously charged by the enemy. Wounded in face
and belly, covered with blood and dust, he main-
tained himself against ever increasing odds, till Henry
came up. Even then but two or three hundred
French horsemen were collected, while the enemy
were four times as numerous. The King without
stopping to put on his breastplate charged and drove
back Biron's assailants, and then, a few more of his
men having come up, attacked in succession, and
with such fury, three squadrons of the enemy's horse,
each more numerous than his own, that he drove
them back in confusion to seek the support of their
infantry*

Four hundred Spanish men-at-arms had not been
engaged. Mayenne urged Velasco to cut off the
King's retreat with his infantry, and to allow him to
lead the whole of the cavalry against the handful of
French, who were exhausted by their repeated
charges. If this were done, the defeat and probably
the death or captivity of the King would be the re-
sult. But the Constable of Castile could not believe
that the King would have been so foolhardy were
not his army close at hand.